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Short presentation of Melissa Network  
Melissa is a network for migrant and refugee women living in Greece. It aims to 

promote empowerment and active citizenship, to create and sustain bonds, and to 

build a bridge of communication with the host society.  

Founded in September 2014 with the direct involvement of migrant women leaders, 

it has members from 45 countries who live and work in Greece. It operates on the 

basis of a common platform, a hub where networks and individuals can meet, share 

their concerns and ideas, and support seach other in the pursuit of their common 

goals. 
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The name 'Melissa' stems from the Greek word for honey-bee. It stands for the 

women who have come here from all over the world, bringing along skills and 

talents, dreams and ideas, unique stories and extraordinary strengths. They are 

agents of change for their own lives, their families, their societies, as well as for the 

society that hosts them. 

Melissa's vision of society is not as a collection of isolated cells, but as a beehive of 

creativity, communication and exchange. Our aim is to motivate migrant and 

refugee women and engage them in the public sphere, in order to be the change 

they wish to see. Despite the adversities that they have faced and continue to face 

in the current crisis, migrant and refugee women are multipliers and integrators. They 

are capable of making something out of almost nothing, multiplying their scarce 

resources in order to feed, nurture and care.What they create with their work, their 

dedication, 

their talents, their efforts and ambitions, promotes social cohesion and contributes to 

the host society in countless visible and invisible ways. 

Melissa Network aims to: 

• Support migrant and refugee women’s rights. 

• Promote migrant and refugee women’s empowerment and make their voices 

heard. 

• Facilitate networking among groups of diverse ethnic origins, creating an effective 

structure to enable their networking capacity and their inclusive attitudes 

promotingtolerance, mutual understanding and solidarity. 



 

 

• Create a bridge of communication with the host society. 

• Introduce new actors into the social sphere, drawing upon their grassroots 

experience, and encouraging participation and active citizenship. 

• Create a space where migrant and refugee women can express their own 

aspirations and concerns. 

• Support and encourage their initiatives. 

• Empower migrant and refugee women to find the means to support themselves. 

• Record and encourage their ‘informal strategies’ as practiced, in a process of 

creating rights from below. 

• Address the issues confronted by crisis-ridden Greece in creative ways, informed 

bythe women’s own, diverse experiences. 

• Widen the advocacy pool and the participation in the public sphere by 

developing media and communication skills. 

• Raise awareness. 

• Promote positive role-models. 

Aspects that make this practice a good example of safe learning 

space  
Melissa Network is situated in Athens in one of the most clearly multicultural parts of 

the city, near the Victoria Square. The Victoria Square is considered by the majority 

of the natives to be one of the most unsafe parts of the city due to its proclamation 

as a migrant and refugee neighborhood.  

The very physical space of  Melissa is its first indication of creating inclusive and safe 

spaces as it has multiple rooms to host needs and let personal expression grow. The 

filling of getting in a home with personal details from multiple cultures is calming and 

trusting while peoples mindsets around getting to know and support you is directly 

visible.  

Melissa has stemmed in this neighborhood through migrant and refugee women 

themselves through the willingness to create a space for women to express their 

experience in a place that is first of all safe to be, secondly safe to speak and thirdly 

safe to learn and create.  

The activities of the Network recognize the struggle of the migration and refuge 

journey and include Literacy Support, Psycho-Social Support, Legal Information, 

Advocacy support, Art and Creativity Sessions, Skills and Capacity Building and 

Self/Community care.  

 

Exploring cross-border transferability  
The very core of the Melissa Network is to establish the belief that inclusive and safe 

spaces can indeed be created everywhere. In order to enforce their transferability 



 

 

capacity the Melissa network is taking part in multiple transnational projects in order 

to exchange good practices and create links with other countries realities.  

Currently Melissa is running two such projects: INTEGRA-TRAIN, Include HER 

Contacts and links for further reading 
https://melissanetwork.org/community-building/  

https://melissanetwork.org/activities/  

https://melissanetwork.org/2021/06/15/safeguarding-policy/  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://melissanetwork.org/2019/07/12/integra-train/
https://melissanetwork.org/2021/03/26/include-her/
https://melissanetwork.org/community-building/
https://melissanetwork.org/activities/
https://melissanetwork.org/2021/06/15/safeguarding-policy/

